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trouble from Z/zcrtJquarter* The House prepared to pass in
block the whole of the challenged clauses and then to go home*
But Mr* Parnell had still something to say* He rose very
quietly, and said a single sentence: " The honourable and
learned gentleman was not in the House when I attempted
to explain why I had not put down notice of my amendments/*
That was all, but it was enough* In that moment Mr* Butt's
career as leader of the Irish party was ended* He was to drag
on, pathetically and dismally, for two years after this, but on
that night in April, 1877, he destroyed himself, so far as the
Irish people were concerned, as surely as if he had gone
over to the Unionists* He had rebuked an Irishman in the
House of Commons for conduct which he had not witnessed,
although that conduct was intended to make Englishmen treat
Irish affairs with greater respect. The Fenians, who had
raised their heads when they heard Parnell passionately
protesting that " The Manchester Martyrs " were not mur-
derers, now moved nearer to him so that they might hear
better*
Parnell did not content himself with his single-sentence
speech in the House* He formally wrote to Mr* Butt
complaining of his behaviour in rebuking him, and the
tottering leader replied to him* Finally, the correspondence
was published in the Freeman's Journal in Dublin* It made
an impression adverse to Mr* Butt on those who read it, for
Mr* Butt was resolved to go on his dear old gentlemanly
way, and insisted that Parnell should accompany him* But
Parnell politely refused* From this time on, Parnell openly
strove to depose Mr* Butt from his position*
IV
One night an Irishman, named J* A* Blake, saw Parnell
in the House of Commons, and was impressed by his appear-
ance* He turned to Mr* Butt and said, " That young man
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